GEORGE THE THIRD
succeeded by Weymouth, the Secretary of State for the Northern
Department. Weymouth's place was filled by the Earl of
Rochford; and the Earl of Bristol, one of Chatham's personal
friends, was entrusted with the Privy Seal.
few men have been more widely and virulently abused in
their day than Grafton. His love of sport and dalliance with
Nancy Parsons provided his many enemies with admirable targets
for calumny and scorn. * Junius,' that mysterious political letter-
writer who waged a ceaseless war of words on Grafton and his
friends, castigated the Duke as ' libertine/ ' hypocrite,' ' bloody
tyrant/ and ' faithless friend.' He epitomized his hatred and
contempt for the Duke in an unforgettable sentence:
Thou worse than one of the Brunswicks and all the Stuarts!
Grafton's influence and reputation in the country suffered severely
from the attacks of the unknown 'Junius.* But nothing did him
more harm than the abuse which was poured out upon him on
account of his treatment of Wilkes. Grafton had been among
Wilkes's staunchest friends in the days of the Grenville Adminis-
tration : he had been one of those who urged Wilkes to continue
his resistance to the Government. But now that he had come
into power he had complacently forgotten all the claims of
friendship—and had even gone to the limit of persecuting Wilkes
for the very behaviour which he had once applauded. When in
his capacity as Prime Minister it fell to Grafton's lot to advise
the King to exercise the royal prerogative of mercy in favour
of a poor wretch convicted of murder, fi Junius' in an open
letter in The Public Advertiser launched against die Duke one of
his deadliest shafts.
Have you quite forgotten that this man [Wilkes] was your Grace's
friend 5 Or is it to murderers only that you will extend the mercy
of the Crown?
A false friend is always an object of execration. Grafton would
have been less than human had he not writhed uncomfortably
under the attacks of 'Junius'; but, when it is remembered that
public employment was distasteful to him, it is to his credit that
he took his punishment like a man, and did not desert the
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